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Women 1n
Veterinar

Medici

By Jessica Tremayne, Contributing Editor
Howr aned why has Lhe velerinary profes-

T gion shifted so dramatically from a male-domig. |
inated field to one whore women are edging ahead?
Consider these [acts:
%k This year, women hold 78 percent of veterinary
school seats, according to the Association of American
Veterinary Medical Colleges. Women, Page 44
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he concept is mystifying to some.

U.K. Suicide Study
Prompts Calls to Act

By Jessica Tremayne
Contributing Editor

ggearchers in the United
Kingdom reported in
March that the suicide

rate of veterinariang thare s
four times that of the general
public and double that of other
heslth professionals.

While similar research cdoes-

o't exist for the U.S., authorities
believe there is a parallel
Ignoring foreign studies in-
stezd of scting on them and stan-
dardizing veterinary health stud-
ies, authorities say, will leave the
U.S. velerinary industry lagoing
behind offerings for other health
professionals here and abroad
Mental health professionals say
Suicide, Page 12

Ultrasound has become a widely accept-

ed—and expected—standard of care.
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Story on Pa

Reducing Noise Helps Animal

Health, Worker Safety

By Jessica Tremayne
Contributing Editor
Architects report that

L they are getting moro

and more requests Lo control
unwantad noise in vererinary
hospitals they're designing.
Acoustic controls make work-
ing i and visiting & veterinary
practice more pleasant, they say,
and new theornies on evidence-
baszsed design (EED) suggsst
physiological benefits for pa

ISten up

tients as well
"Animals
boarding
or stay-
ing in kennsls
are not psy-
chologically calm
when they are
surrounded by
nonse, and their
circadian rhythm
15 disTupted,”
says Wayne
Usiak, ATA, CEO of
Soundproof, Pape 17
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BDA Architecture in Albu-
gquergque, N.M. “Adding a win-
dow with a view and natural
light in an ICU has benefits.
There's also a balance thal can
he achieved when designing
the arrangement of caging. All
this can roduce noisa,”

First and foremost, architects
say, kennel rooms should be de-
asgned to allow conversations. It's
not uneormmaon, thay say, o find
kennel workers weanng headsets
to muffle the barking. Some older
facilities and workplaces built
without consideration of noise re-
duction can be unsafe.

The Occupational Safety and
Healllh Admimistration requires
voterinary and animal care
workers who are exposed to
noise exceeding 85 decibels for
an extended time Lo wear hear-
ing protection. The greater the
noise and longer the duration,
the shorter the parmitted expo-
sure, Regional standards may
apply to netghbors adjacent to
the veterinary practice

~Desigm can make a big differ-
ence in staff and patient happi-
ness, a client's porception of the
hospital and the efficioney of the
business,” Usiak says. ~Archi-
tects without industry experi-
ance often overlook the noise-
control issue and focus on kennel
dramage and cleaning onty.”

And the issue 1sn't just ken-
nels. Examination rocms should
be designed to keep medical
and financial conversations pri-
vate, Usiak says.

Good First Appearances
Two ways to control high- and
lowe-freguency noise transfer are
Lo use cortain materials and
technigques. says Warren Free-
denfeld, ATA, principal architect
with Rauhsaud Freedenfeld &
Associates in Boston. The proper
selection of material for air ducts,
walls and ceilings can help con-
trod noise without contributing to
moisture absorbency or odor.
“Clients’ porception of your
ability isn't going io be basad
on surgical skill, but their expo-
rience at your practice.” snys
Mark R. Hafen, AlA, NCARE, a
partner with Animal Arns of
Boulder, Colo. “If you have a
noisy, smelly practice, they
Wwon't want o !lsave their pet.”
Solecting material with a
high noise reduction coefficient
(NRC) means that whalever
gound is bouncing around the
room will be absorbed, Halen
says, Selecting a product with a

Design can make a big difference
in staff and patient happiness, client’s
perception of the hospital:and the

efficiency of the business.

high sound transmission cooffi-
cient (STC) also is important

— Wayne Usiak, AlA, CEO of BDA Architecture

“The more dense the wall,
the more effective it will be at

This procedure won’t cut
into my treat budget will it?

controlling noise,” Hafen says.
“Eighty-five to 60 STC is about
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the best-case sconano.”

Usiak likes glass doors in Xen-
nels 1o eliminate tho ~jall look.”

“They arc casy to clean and
expand the animal's environ-
ment.” he says. “TriStar Metals
Shor-Line, Mason Co. and Sny-
der Manufacluring do a good
job with these materials.”

Sal Longo Jr., principal archi-
tect and owaner of Longo Archi-

Soundproof, Page 18

We offer flexible payment
plans that help make the
best care more affordable.

AN ADVANCE PRACTICE HAS THE TOOLS TO HELP PETS AND THEIR OWMERS. Like any other family

member, keeping a pet healthy can be expensive. By offering 3, 6, & 12 Month No Interest Payment Plans from
ChaseHealthAdvance, more pet owners can finance the procedures that are best for their pets with a company
they already know and trust,

Call us to see how we can help you lower the cost of client financing for your practice.
1-888-388-7633 | AdvanceWithChase.com/VP
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