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Avold builder’'s remorse when
designing that dream clinic.

' Food Animal Myths
Cattle and swine practitioners are incensed that animal

activists say abuse is their standard of care. They contend
the claims are designed to annihilate producers’ and farm-

Supply solid information to the public and fellow
practitioners about modern agriculture, animal care

and food safety. Story on Page 40

ers’ financial ability to operate. One expert has a solution:

By Jessica Tremayne
Contributing Editor

Study Links
Ovaries and
Longevity

By Marissa Heflin
Senior News Editor

emale dogs that keep their
Fmranas longer also live
longer, according to a
study led by David Waters, DVM,
executive director of the Gerald
P Murphy Cancer Foundation.
The findings, according to re-
searchers at Purdue Research
Park in West Lafayette, Ind.,
challenge almost four decades
of standard operating proce-
dures used in female pets as
well as humans. It was the first
investigation to look for & link
between retained ovaries and
axceptional longevity in mam-
mals, the researchers said.
“A female survival advan-
tage in humans is well-docu-
mented—women outnumber

Study, Page 37

Virbac Sponsors Newest
Dental Health Campaign

By Marissa Heflin
Senior News Editor

ational Pet Dental Health
Month 15 here once
again, and veterinarians

to help clients learn about the
significance of oral health care
for pets.

Virbac Animal Health of Fort
Worth, Texas, launched the
“Clean Every Tooth Pet Home

now have more ways than ever Teeth, Page 27
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DESIGN,
from Cover

tempted to use those connec-
tions in order to get a per-
ceived deal, but in the and
the lack of experience can
cost the owner time, money
and delays in opening the
new practice,” says Peter Hill,
AlA, president of Hill Design
Associates Architects Inc. of
Dawsonville, Ga.

“When it comes to safety de-
sign, just because a code isn't
currently enforced doesn't
mean the precaution shouldn't
be incorporated anyway. be-
cause it's the right thing to do
and it may eventually require
changes anyway,” Hill says.
“Doing things right the first
time is always best.”

For example, the laws gov-

erning veterinary hospital safe-
ty design are generally more le-
nient than those for human hos-
pitals. Still, some municipalities
have adopted parallel safety
precautions for veterinarians.
An architect new to veterinary
practices may overlook these le-
gal necessities and other struc-
tural and design factors unique
to the profession.

Rules regarding medical gas
installation aren't enforced for
veterinary facilities under the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association,
an authority on fire, electrical and
building safety, but Hill says this
isn't an area to skimp on.

Extra thought also needs to be
given to X-ray rooms. Because of
radiation scatter, a certain wall
thickness might be necessary
depending on the state.

Ventilation is another key

Practice

area, Hill says.

“Things burn fast in an
oxygen-rich environment like a
surgical suite, 5o proper venti-
lation and filtration in the dif-
ferent areas of the hospital for
safety and odor reduction are a
must,” he says. “You want fil-
tration te clean air out of dirtier
areas of the hospital like
boarding rooms and bring in
fresh air to other areas,

“Veterinarians have regret-
ted not having installed prop-
er ventilation,”

Bigger Is Better

Builders say veterinarians
sometimes underestimate
their practices’ growth poten-
tial. There's nothing wrong
with having vacant rooms. The
alternative, Hill says, is having
“a relatively new practice and

VeterinaryPractiiceiews.com

A contractor should push
:you to carefully consider
necessary changes and

include your s

' in the

demgn process Y 4
— Dermot Jevens, DVM, Greenville, S.C.

not enough space.”

*If you want to incorporate
a dental cleaning area, groom-
ing area or add a modality to
the practice, you should make
space, if possible, even if you
don't know when you'll be go-
ing forward with those
plans,” he says. “Sometimes
financial restraints are the
reason or lack of land to build
on is the issue, which there's

not much to do about. But in
cases where the veterinarian
is trying to simply be conser-
vative, they should re-evalu-
ate the situation and weigh
future construction.”

Evolving technology is anoth-
er consideration. A veterinarian
thinking about an equipment
purchase at a later date may
not be ahle to house the piece
without planning for it now,
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